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Useful Internet Sites and Articles

New CLE Material in the Law Library
The Law Library has a variety of CLEs available
for secondary research and a new batch just ar-
rived. The new material is summarized below.
Please ask the library staff if any assistance is
needed in locating the new matenal.
Advanced Criminal Law 2019
The 45th Annual Advanced Criminal Law Course
is two volumes. This was a four day course that
covered a plethora of relevant criminal law top-
ics. Some of the topics covered in Volume One
are U.S. Supreme Court and Court of Criminal
Appeals Update; Immigration; Opening State-
ments; Pre-Trial Investigations; and Experts and
Daubert Challenges. Volume One also contains
Understanding Expunction and Non-Disclosures
by former Collin County Assistant Criminal Dis-
trict Attorney Andrea Westerfeld. Volume Two
focuses on the following main areas of criminal
law: DWI, Child Abuse and Sexual Assault, Tech-
nology, Appeals and Federal criminal law.
Advanced Estate Planning & Probate 2019
The 43rd Annual Advanced Estate Planning &
Probate Course is also presented in two vol-
umes. Volume One contains both a case law up-
date and legislative update. Additional topics
include The Latest in Guardianship Law; Bank-
ruptcy for Estate Planners; Tax Law Update; Ar-
bitration Clauses in Trusts and Wills; and Set-
tlements in Probate and Trust Litigation. Vol-
ume Two focuses more deeply on income tax
issues and probate and trust litigation as well as
specialized topics such as Changing a Charitable
rganization’s Status and Developing and Im-
plementing a Family Business Succession Plan.
Governance of Nonprofit Organizations 2019
The 17th Annual Governance of Nonprofit Or-
ganizations Course is a one volume CLE. This
volume features 15 helpful articles such as Tax
Exemption 101 for Public Charities; Issues and
Bills Affecting the Nonprofit Sector in the 2019
Texas Legislative Session; Modifying & Termi-
nating Charitable Trusts; Ethics for Nonprofit
Lawyers; and Use of Copyrighted Material in the
Social Media Era.

Advanced Family Law 2019
The 2079 Advanced Family Law Course comes in

three volumes. Volume One contains interesting
titles such as Retirement Division and Orders;
Declaratory Actions, MSJs and other Weird and
Effective Family Law Tools; Causes of Action in
Family Law: The Prudent, the Impermissible
and the Sometimes Overlooked; and, a course
Bresented by Judge Emily Miskel of the 470th

istrict Court entitled Anti-Slapp Dismissals:
The Monster That Could Eat Your Case. Volume
Two focuses on three main areas of family law:
SAPCR, Property, and Child Abuse and Neglect.
Some of the course articles include Creative
Possession Schedules; Role of Amicus, Ad Litem,
PF, & PC: Which to Select and How to Use; Tem-
porary Hearing on a Modification: Proving Sig-
nificant Impairment; Valuation Issues in Di-
vorce; and, Gray Divorce: Strategies for Those
Over 65, Dementia and Durable POAs; and New
Tax Changes Affecting Divorce. Also included is
a child welfare legislative update. Volume
Three covers the areas of Law Practice Manage-
ment, Trial Skills, and ADR. Some of the titles in
this volume include Building a Successful Family
Law Firm: Entities to Formulas for Success;
Closing the File and Beyond: It’s Not Just the
Closing Letter; Best Pleadings/Orders to Carry
in Your Trial Notebook; What Every Family Law-
ver Must Know About Post Trial Issues; All
Things Arbitration: Rules, Procedures; and, Cre-
ative Uses and Mediation: Common Mistakes
and Top Notch Methods for Preparation. ...
The Law Library also has the following CLE titles
available from various years: Advanced Civil Tri-
al Course, Advanced Employment Law, Collec-
tions and Creditors Rights Course, Advanced Im-
migration, Advanced Evidence and Discovery,
Advanced Personal Injury, Advanced Real Es-
tate, and Advanced Medical Torts.
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Copies of these articles are available in the library, or from the law librarian via email:
droberts@co.collin.tx.us




Spotlight on the Supremes
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At the first of this year, counties with a population of less than 20,000 be-
came the last counties required to electronically file criminal cases. As of
January 1, 2020, attorneys filing in family, civil and criminal cases in the ap-
pellate, district and county courts are now required to do so electronically in
all 254 counties.

On January 8, 2020, the Supreme Court Justices signed an Order Amending
Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 277. The Task Force for Procedural Rules in
Suits Affecting the Parent-Child Relationship filed by a Governmental Entity
recommended requiring specific jury questions in both private and DFPS-filed
parental termination cases and drafted a pattern jury charge. The Supreme
Court accepted the recommendation and amended Rule 277. The amended
rule goes into effect May 1, 2020. The amended rule will add the following
language to the rule: “In a suit in which termination of the parent-child rela-
tionship is requested, the court shall submit separate questions for each par-
ent and each child on (1) each individual statutory ground for termination of
the parent-child relationship and (2) whether termination of the parent-child
relationship is in the best interest of the child. The court shall predicate the
best-interest question upon an affirmative finding of at least one termination
gﬁoun%.” ()See Texas Bar Journal, Vol. 83, No. 2, February 2020 for a copy of
the order.

Did You Know?

The Office of Court Administration published the 2019 Fiscal Year Annual
Statistical Report. The nearly 200 pa%e report contains information from
every level of Texas Courts. As of 2019, Texas has 476 district courts, 248
statutory county courts, 254 constitutional county courts, 18 statutory pro-
bate courts, 802 justice courts and 944 municipal courts. Some of the most
interesting statewide trends are summarized here. Seventy-five percent of
more than 1,618,000 new civil cases were filed in municipal and justice
courts. The number of new cases filed in district and county level courts
increased in all categories with debt related suits being the highest in-
crease. Almost one-third of familyl/ law cases were disposed of in 2019 by
agreed judgment and new family law filings decreased by three percent in
2019. The complete contents of the report include Texas Court Structure,
Judicial Administration, Funding the Judicial Branch, Statewide Trends, and
Court-level Trends and may be electronically viewed here.
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ANNUAL STATISTICAL REPORT

Important Announcement

IOUs have been discontinued. Cash payment is due at the time the service is
rendered. If you do not have cash to pay for copies, prints or faxes the li-
brary is not able to release the documents until payment is received. Faxes
are $1.50 for the first page and $1.00 for each subsequent page. An alterna-
tive to receiving faxes is to have the documents sent to an email address.
Prints and copies are $0.10 per page. Thank you for your attention to this
matter.



https://www.txcourts.gov/statistics/annual-statistical-reports/

Lexis Advance—Finding Legislative History

If a researcher is trying to understand the legislative intent of a statute, when it was enacted, or what changes a
statute has undergone throughout the years, the legislative history feature of LexisAdvance is extremely helpful.

Here is a tutorial on how to search legislative history. Upon signing in, be sure to use the drop down search bar to
select the appropriate state or jurisdiction:

arch for startingin within
Enter a source name, a citation, terms or shep: [citation] to Shepardize®. All Categories ~ | 1 Jurisdiction/court ~
U.S.Federal an | none States & Territories  an | nNone Include related Federal content
arrow by: [ Texas = N N
By Court By Circuit Alabama Ilinois Nebraska Rhode Island
United States Supreme Court 1st Circuit Alaska Indiana Newada South Carolina
Federal Courts of Appeals Arizona lowa New Hampshire South Dakota
Federal District Courts Arkansas Kansas New Jersey Tennessee
Bankruptcy Courts California Kentucky New Mexico Texas
Search for startingin within
Texas Property Code 24A All Categories ~ 1 Jurisdiction/court ~
U.S.Federal an | none States & Territories  an | nNone Include related Federal content
Narrow by: | texas =
By Court By Circuit Alabama Illinois Nebraska Rhode Island
United States Supreme Court i Alaska Indiana Nevada South Carolina
Federal Courts of Appeals Arizona lowa New Hampshire South Dakota
Federal Di Courts Arkansas Kansas New Jersey Tennessee
Bankruptcy Courts California Kentucky New Mexico Texas

The code will appear on the next screen. There are 2 places to look for the legislative history. The first place is at
the bottom of the code, where a section called “History” appears:

This section contains the previously enacted history. The second place a researcher must look is to the right side of
the screen with a standalone box that says “Pending Legislation”, click on it to see the most recent changes:
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Pending Legislation

@ Shepardize® this documen t

Signals on Subsections | Tips

signals (D

Tex. Prop. Code § 24A.002
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Copy Citation

About This Document
This document is current through the 2019 Regular Session, 86th Legislature, and 2012 electi esults
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Source Information

Ites & Codes Annotated bv LexusNexus@ > Broperty que = Tutle 4 Actions and REmEdleS

Any pending legislation will ap[i)(ear and can be clicked on. This link will show the color-coded changes to the code,
new language in green and strikethroughs in red.

Tt
. Sccmlon Zae. ooz, Croccrese Code. s amonded by adding Subscoction (2 13 and amending Subscctlons (B) and (=) To road

(]
FHE PERSOMN AND THE CURREMT OCCURAMT ARE DARTIES TO A PEMNDING SUTT UNDER TITLE 1, FAMILY CODE: oM

=3
DECREE OF DIVORCE OF MMNULMEMNT TO wWHICH THE PERSOM AMD THE CURREMNT OcCUPAMT ARE SUBIECT.
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Tech Tips: More Useful Apps and Law Blogs

The State Bar of Texas has a podcast section on its website, texasbar.com/podcast. The State Bar
of Texas Podcast is a monthly show that features news and discussions pertinent to the legal pro-
fession, includm%1 podcasts on trends in the legal field, case law updates, practice tips and State
Bar programs. The podcasts are available through the State Bar of Texas website, iTunes and

Google Play.



https://www.texasbar.com/Content/NavigationMenu/Podcast/default.htm

New on the Shelf

e West’s Texas Corporation and Partnership Laws—2020 Edition

e West’s Texas Local Government Code—2020 Edition

e Texas Forms-Real Estate 2020
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Al GHSTERE, e Police Misconduct: Law and Litigation 3rd Edition—2019-2020

e Texas Rules of Evidence Handbook—2020

e (O’Connor’s Texas Employment Codes plus—2019-2020

o Vehicle Search Law Deskbook—2019-2020 Edition

The Law Library o West’s Texas Property Code—2020 Edition

e West’s Texas Insurance Code—2020 Edition

will be closed on e Texas Drunk Driving Law—2019 Edition
e (O’Connor’s Federal Rules-Civil Trials 2020

Friday, e 0O’Connor’s Texas Causes of Action 2020
e Federal Practice and Instructions Civil Companion Handbook, Volumes 1 & 2—
. 2019-2020
April 10th for
e Texas Construction Law Manual—2019-2020 Edition
. e Bankruptcy Code, Rules & Official Forms—2019-2020
Good Friday.

e (QO’Connor’s Texas Family Law Handbook 2020

e Handbook on Texas Discovery Practice—2019-2020

e Texas Law of Wills—2019-2020

Legal Humor

Mock trial is really
stressful, but I think I've
remembered everything.
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