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Useful Internet Sites and Articles

How Will the New Tax Law Affect Your Di-
vorce?
Texas Lawyer, January 2019

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act was passed in Decem-
ber 2018 and there is still a lot of speculation
about how it will affect tax returns of individu-
als and corporations. Authors Robert S. Hoffman
and Jennie R. Smith wrote an article in Texas
Lawyer about how the new tax law may affect
divorces. One of the first changes concerns ali-
mony. The new law requires that for all divorces
finalized after December 31, 2018, the spouse
paying alimony is no longer able to deduct those
payments from his or her taxable income and
the spouse receiving the alimony is no longer
required to pay taxes on the alimony payments.
The authors state that “ the law cancels out one
of the prime motivators for the higher-earning
spouse to agree to pay alimony in the first
lace—or may motivate him or her to fight for a
ower payout.” As a result, the spouse who is
ordered to pay alimony may consider finding
other methods of compensation like transferring
other property or retirement benefits. Another
serious impact the law may have concerns busi-
ness valuation. According to the authors, “the
new law increases the cash flow of certain kinds
of businesses due to the lower C corporation tax
rate (reduced from 35 percent to 21 percent)
and also as a result of the change in status of
businesses in which the taxes on earnings are
paid by the owner, not the company—pass-
through arrangement- such as partnerships, lim-
ited liability companies, S corporations and sole
proprietorships.” Both of the new provisions will
increase the value of the business. There are a
few more considerations divorcing couples will
have to face. 529 college savin%s plans can now
be used to pay for private schools, not just post-
secondary schools or college. In addition, per-
sonal exemptions have been suspended for 8 tax
years, from Januag/ 1, 2018 to December 31,
2025. This means divorcing parents are unable
to use personal exemptions for dependent chil-

dren, thus eliminating the need for parents to

agree on who gets to use the exemption. A full

gopy of this article is available at the law li-
rary.

The Future of Family Law
Texas Lawyer, January/February 2019

The 86th Texas Legislature runs this year from
January 8 to May 27. Author and attorney Brad
LaMorgese wrote an article in the latest edition
of Texas Lawyer predicting some of the changes
that the area of family law may see. Mr. LaMor-
gese points out that because of the many chang-
es to the Texas Famil7y Code in the 85th regular
session (held in 2017), it is unlikely that the
Family Code will undergo any significant chang-
es, subject only to the legislature “acting on
proposals from the general public.” These pro-
posals often include the request to reform child
rotective services. Rather than changes by the
egislature, Mr. LaMorgese predicts that the
most substantive changes to family law are
“more likely to come from the Supreme Court of
Texas and the Courts of Appeals in the form of
opinions interpreting the Family Code.” The ar-
ticle summarizes a handful of cases regarding
division of pro;;erty and child-related matters as
an example. The author also points out the high
turnover in the Courts of Appeals throughout
Texas, with 27 brand new appellate Eustices be-
ing elected in 2018, including in large cities
such as Houston, Dallas, and Austin. This change
could greatly impact the interpretation of fami-
ly law. A copy of this article is available upon
request at the law library.

Copies of these articles are available in the library, or from the law librarian via email:
droberts@co.collin.tx.us
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Texas Supreme Court Advisory—January 31, 2019

On Tuesday, January 30th and Wednesday, January 31st, the Supreme Courts
of Texas and Arkansas may have made history when the Courts made a joint
appearance. According to the National Center for State Courts, this is the
first known occurrence of two state supreme courts holding sessions in a joint
appearance. The Arkansas Supreme Court justices heard one case on Wednes-
day at Arkansas High School, east of the state line. The Texas Supreme Court
f'ustices heard two cases on Thursday at Texas High School, west of the state
ine. Texas Chief Justice Nathan Hecht enjoys communicating with other su-
preme courts to work on solving mutual problems and various approaches to
judicial [)rocedures and decision making. Justice Hecht said, “Each time
we’ve talked with another state supreme court we have come away with new
ideas about how we can operate.” The full advisory is available here.

Did You Know?

The State Bar of Texas will be requiring all membership dues and fees
for 2019-2020 to be paid online through the State Bar of Texas web-
site. Checks will no longer be accepted. To make payment, members
will need to access their dues and fees on their My Bar Page at
www.texasbar.com and pay with a credit card or electronic funds
transfer. Those firms using the State Bar’s “Firm Billing Process” for
multi 6?9d)ues payments will not be affected. (Texas Bar Journal, Jan-
uary .

B R e L s e o

According to the Office of Court Administration December 2019 news-
letter, CourTex, the Civil Case Information Sheet has been retired.
The Texas Supreme Court repealed Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 78A
and Appendix A. The form was implemented over a decade ago to as-
sist clerks in entering case information. All information requested on
the Civil Case Information Sheet is now recorded in the electronic fil-
ing system. A copy of the ruling may be viewed here.

Important Announcement

I0Us have been discontinued. Cash payment is due at the time the service is
rendered. If you do not have cash to pay for copies, prints or faxes the li-
brary is not able to release the documents until payment is received. Faxes
are $1.50 for the first page and $1.00 for each subsequent page. An alterna-
tive to receiving faxes is to have the documents sent to an email address.
Prints and copies are $0.10 per page.



https://www.txcourts.gov/media/1442977/189163.pdf
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WestlawNext Tips

Although WestlawNext searches can be performed using plain language, more specific search
results may be achieved through the use of Terms and Connectors. Below is a refresher course
on the Terms and Connectors.

Phrases—to search a specific phrase, use quotation marks to ensure the results will yield docu-
ments with that entire phrase. For example: “res ipsa loquitur”.

Variations of Word Forms— to search for words that have multiple endings, use what is called a
root expander which is the exclamation point. Object! will retrieve results that have object, ob-
jected, objection and objecting.

Connectors—connectors are used to specify the relationship between the search terms. Below is
a list of connectors and their purpose:

1) /p is used to search terms that appear in the same paragraph;

2) +p ishused when the first search term precedes the second search term in the same para-
grapn;

3) /s is used when the search terms should appear in the same sentence;

4) +sis used when the first search term precedes the second term in the same sentence;

5) /nis used when the search terms should appear within a certain number of words from an-
other search term. Any number from 1-255 can be used;

6) +n is used when the first search term must precede the second term by a certain number of
words. Any number from 1-255 can be used;

7) & is the “and” connector and is used to retrieve documents containing two or more search
terms anywhere in the document. For example, divorce & custody will retrieve both terms
anywhere in the document;

8) Use the space bar to use the “or” connector. For example, attorney lawyer counsel retrieves
any documents using at least one of those terms; and

9) % is used to exclude documents that contain a certain term. WestlawNext will exclude any
documents that contain the word after %.

Please remember to always SIGN OUT of WestlawNext when done researchin% The sign off but-
ton is in the upper right hand corner. If signed out correctly, a message will be displayed that
you are successfully signed out.

Tech Tips: More Useful Apps and Law Blogs

Texas Counties Delivers is a fun and informative website that teaches users all about the many
roles and duties county officials perform and exactly what counties do. The website uses informa-
tional and entertaining videos and has downloads to educational posters. Texas Counties Deliver
is an outreach program provided by the Texas Association of Counties (TAC). According to its web-
site, TAC “is the representative voice for all Texas counties and county officials and, through
TAC counties communicate the county perspective to state officials and the general publlc Un-
derstandmg the way county government works and the value of county services helps state lead-
ers preserve counties’ ability to serve their residents effectively.”

Texas Counties Deliver

Effective, Efficient, Local Solutions



http://www.texascountiesdeliver.org/index.html
https://www.county.org/
https://www.county.org/
http://www.texascountiesdeliver.org/index.html

New on the Shelf

*  Texas Drunk Driving Law—2018 Edition

+ Depositions: Procedure, Strategy & Technique, 3d—2018-2019 Edition
* Vehicle Search Law Deskbook—2018-2019 Edition

* 0’Connor’s Texas Employment Codes Plus—2018-2019

* O’Connor’s Texas Crimes & Consequences—2018-2019

*+ O’Connor’s Texas Business & Commerce Code Plus—2018-2019
* O’Connor’s Texas Business Organizations Code Plus—2018-2019
* O’Connor’s Texas Family Law Handbook— 2019

* Texas Construction Law Manual—2018-2019 Edition

*+ Texas Rules of Evidence Handbook—2019

*  Social Security Disability Practice—Revision 25

The Law Library + Police Misconduct Law and Litigation—2018-2019 Edition

* Texas Forms—Real Estate, Commercial & Residential—2019

Wlll be closed on x |neffective Assistance of Counsel—2018 Edition

* Texas Criminal and Traffic Procedural Manual (Previously titled Texas
Law Enforcement Handbook) - 2018-2019 Edition

Friday, April 19th ||+ Trial Objections Handbook—2018-2019 Edition
* Texas Pattern Jury Charges: Malpractice, Premises & Products—2018

for Good Friday. | Legal Humor
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